
Roger Dwight Kantner
December 29, 1932 - October 9, 2022

Roger D. Kantner, 89, of Wapakoneta, died Sun. morning, Oct. 9, 2022, at his
home with his family at his side. He was born Dec. 29, 1932, near
Wapakoneta in Auglaize Co., the son of the late Ray and Marguerite (Smith)
Kantner. On April 15, 1956, he married Jean Ann (Walther) Kantner, and she
survives. 

 Other survives include, 
 3 sons, Randy (Deb) Kantner, Goshen, IN, 

 Ross (Beth) Kantner, Wapakoneta, 
 Dr. Ronald (Tracey) Kantner, Wapakoneta; 

 grandchildren, Rachel (Katie) McFarland, Ryan Holdeman, Seth Holdeman,
Ryan (Abby) Kantner, 
Kaitlin (Sean) Mulligan, Shelly (Mike) Nagel, Alexis (Chris) Kline, Royce
(Madi) Kantner; 

 great grandchildren, Alida, Dylan, & Wyatt McFarland; 
 Cecelia & Max Nagel; 

 Audie, Loretta & Luke Kline; 
 Reagan, Lucy, & Evie Kantner; 

 Rhori, and soon to arrive, Henry Mulligan; 
 a sister, Evelyn (Kantner) Roediger, Wapakoneta, 

 several nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
 Roger retired in 1989 as a teacher from Blume Junior High School, and will be

remembered as the first principal of Northridge Elementary School. He also



taught and coached at Waynesfield Goshen and United Local Schools. He
was a professional photographer, and along with his wife Jean, owned and
operated Roger Kantner Photography. He also traveled with and worked for
the Kohlrieser Holiday Animal Shows and Diamond K Donkey Basketball.
Roger was a 1951 graduate of Blume High School, Wapakoneta. In 1959, he
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Education from ONU, graduating
with distinction, and in 1965, he received his Master of Science in Education
Degree from BGSU. He was a U.S. Army Veteran serving from 1954-1956.
Roger’s memberships included, the First United Methodist Church, the Ohio
Education Assn., National Reining Horse Assn., Hamer Lodge #167 F. & A.M.,
Royal Arch Masons, and American Legion Post #330. While competing in the
National Reining Horse Assn. events, he won the Royale Rookie of the Year
Award being the oldest ever to win the award. Roger & Jean Ann traveled
extensively, having visited all 50 states and 5 provinces of Canada. They
enjoyed wintering in Winter Haven, Florida for many years. 
A Celebration of Life Service for Roger will be at 3:30 p.m. Sat. Nov. 5, 2022,
at the First United Methodist Church, Wapakoneta, with Pastor Michael
Westbay officiating. Prior to the memorial service the family will receive friends
from 1-3:30 p.m. A private family burial was held in the Greenlawn Cemetery
with military rites conducted by the Wapakoneta V.F.W. Post #8445. In lieu of
flowers, memorial contributions may be directed to St. Rita’s Hospice.
Arrangements are under the direction of the Eley Funeral Home & Crematory,
Wapakoneta, where condolences may be expressed at www.eleyfuneralhome
andcrematory.com.



Cemetery Details

Greenlawn Cemetery

Presar Road
Wapakoneta, OH

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 5. 1:00 PM - 3:30 PM (ET)

First United Methodist Church
Glynwood Road
Wapakoneta, OH 45895

Service

NOV 5. 3:30 PM (ET)

First United Methodist Church
Glynwood Road
Wapakoneta, OH 45895
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October 17, 2022 at 10:59 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Roger Dwight Kantner.

Jim Smith - October 16, 2022 at 09:54 PM

Mr.Kantner was my favorite teacher. After my school years we
became friends . He invited me to call him Rogar. I could never
bring myself to do so. It just didn't seem respectable. My
condolence to his entire family. Jim Smith

Judy Loudermilk - October 11, 2022 at 08:50 PM

Roger and Jean Ann were our former neighbors at Carefree, Winter
Haven, FL. We loved to visit and hear his stories and jokes. We
missed them when they left our park. We extend our sympathy to
the family on his passing. We are sure they will miss him. Great guy.
I (Judy) 
posted his death to the Carefree site. Many residents posted their
condolences. I wish I had a way to share the comments as Roger
was well respected. Judy and Earl Loudermilk

https://www.eleyfuneralhomeandcrematory.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.eleyfuneralhomeandcrematory.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Karen Dickson - October 10, 2022 at 10:47 AM

Jean Ann, Ron and family, I am so sorry to see the death of a very
wonderful man! We had family photos taken by your him many
years ago. The pictures are treasured keepsakes now that my
parents and a sister have passed. You all have my deepest
condolences on your loss. May he R.I.P.

Carolyn and Kevin Holtzapple - October 10, 2022 at 08:30 AM

So sorry for your loss. We send our
condolences, thoughts, and prayers.


